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FOREWORD.

R, S—

I owe an apology to Mr. Madhaviah for the delay in
responding to his request to say a few words by way of
preface to this publication T was at first disinclined to
undertake the task, because I fele that these songs should
be introduced to the public by one who can lay a better
claim to scholarship i Pamil than T can.  However,
Mr Madbaviah insists upon my writing the foreword :
I would recommend a study of this book to all those who
say that the Tamul language 15 not capable of being adap-
ted to populariso modern ideas: The sougs relate to a
variety of topies—civie life, patriotism, industrial develop-
ment, warriage vefornn elevation of the depressed  classes
ete. The general hne along which postic thought. has pro-
gressed m this country relates to religion, morals, and love.
Mr. Madhaviah’s attempt to brmg home to the public the
ideas which are discussed on the platform and in the public
print is worthy of the highest commendation.  There are
adaptations from (/itunjuli, Scott’s Loems, the salin of life,
The Light of Asia ete. The importance of the collection
consists in the fact that they deal with topics which have
not hitherto appealed to Tamil Poet<, and which have an
intimate bearmg upon the daily Lives of men and women
To our womankind the poenis, have a special interest : On
festive occasions they will be ‘enabled to sing them i addi-
tion to the devotional verses which are so numerous in this
country., They will thus acquire a kuowledge of subjects
which are agitating the world of thought in this country. 1
commend the book heartily. T hope it will find its way into
every household in Southern India.

T. V. SESHAGIRI AIYAR.
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